Motor sensory dysfunction of upper limb due to conversion syndrome.
Seven patients had functional paralysis that occurred in the dominant limb together with joint contracture and sensory disturbances associated with emotional problems. In five of these patients, the syndrome was preceded by trauma to the affected upper limb and in one patient by a myocardial infarction. The treatment consisted of persuasion, suggestion, general rhythmic exercises and emotional support given by the physiatrist (not a psychiatrist). In five of the subjects treated, the symptoms disappeared and the patients soon returned to work. In two patients the treatment did not succeed since no satisfactory rapport could be established between the patient and the physician.